
CALENDAR 

·  September 17, PFLAG Picnic- 3-6 
pm in Big Oak Flat.  

·  September 15, OML Social 
Group, 7:00 PM at Woods Creek 
Mobile Home Park Clubhouse. 

·  September 23, Sierra Walk for 
AIDS and Hepatitis at Columbia 
College.  Registration begins at 
10:00 am.  Walk starts at 11:00 am. 

·  October 8, Stanislaus Pride Cen-
ter Benefit OCTion, 4-7 PM in Riv-
erbank.  Information and reserva-
tions, call 209-567-3121. 

·  October 17, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00 pm 
at the Tuolumne County Library, 
Sonora. 

·  October 20, OML Social Group, 
7:00 PM at Woods Creek Mobile 
Home Park Clubhouse. 

·  November 17, OML Social Group, 
7:00 PM at Woods Creek Mobile 
Home Park Clubhouse. 

·  November 21, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00 
pm at the Tuolumne County Library, 
Sonora. 
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     It’s been a long time since our 
last newsletter (in March 2006).  
We are short of volunteers these 
days and Sierra HOPE staff has 
been preoccupied with the deluge 
of paperwork that never seems to 
end.  We’ ll try to do better.   
 
     The April Fool’s Day Follies, 
our last Out In The Mother Lode 
event, was a success.  A fun time 
was had, with a yummy spread of 
food created by Robert with the 
help of a few inspired volunteers; a 
festively decorated hall thanks to 
Donna and friends; a fast paced 
bar run by Cheryl; great door 
prizes and good music.  About 80 
people attended the follies, and 
raised $954 for Sierra HOPE pro-
grams.  Although no one volun-
teered for the drag show, we did 
have four brave souls who enter-
tained us with their talent.   
     Thanks to all of the volunteers 
who worked behind the scenes to 
make this event happen, and to our 
organizing committee led by  
Donna, and including John, Gayla, 
Becky, Marianne, Cliff, and Mor-
gan.   
 
     What Do You Want?  We 
really want to bring our commu-
nity together with events or group 
gatherings, but we need your help.  
First of all, tell your friends, get 
them to sign up on our mailing list 
so that they will know what is 
coming up.  Second, fill out the 

·  Hepatitis C Support Group—2nd 
and 4th Thursdays at 6:30 P.M. 

·  HIV Support Group—Call for info 
 

Call 209-736-6792 for information 

enclosed survey, tell us what you 
are interested in.  And finally, get 
involved, our little group of vol-
unteers is looking for new ideas 
and new blood.   
 
     The survey can be found on 
page 3 of this newsletter, or can 
be completed online by going to 
our website, 
www.outinthemotherlode.org. 

    Researchers studying the genetic 
makeup of cancerous tumors in a study 
published in the Sept. 7 online edition of 
the journal Science identified 189 genes 
linked to breast cancer or colorectal can-
cer, the Baltimore Sun reports (Bor, Bal-
timore Sun, 9/8). For the study, Tobias 
Sjoblom of Johns Hopkins University 
and colleagues compared the DNA codes 
for 13,023 genes -- about two-thirds of 
the total number of genes in a cell -- in 

(Continued on page 4) 

Researchers in Study Identify 
189 Genes L inked to Breast and 

Colorectal Cancer  
(Kaisernetwork.org Daily Women’s 

Health Policy 9/8/06) 

GLBIT HEALTH 
     As a Health Service Organiza-
tion, we strive to find articles that 
promote and inform about health 
issues relevant to the GLBIT com-
munity.  We don’ t want to bore you, 
or repeat the same information.   
     Use the survey to tell us what 
you’d like us to include.  If you 
would like to contribute an article, 
contact jerry at 736-6792 or email 
jerry@sierrahope.org.  
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Safer Sex Behind Bars - Assembly bill would allow condom  
distr ibution in California pr isons. 

Out in the Mother Lode 
Social Group 
     The Calaveras County Health De-
partment has allocated $1000 of their 
HIV Prevention Education funds to Si-
erra HOPE’s Out In The Mother Lode 
program to provide social support to gay 
and bisexual men.   
     A portion of this funding will support 
our ongoing social group that meets on 
the third Friday of each month in James-
town.  This group is open to everyone—
men, women, transgender, gay or bi.   
     We are interested in hearing from 
men as to what other kinds of social 
activities or support they are interested 
in.  And we really need some guys to 
become involved and provide some 
male input to our steering committee 
and event planning committees. 

Out In The Mother Lode 
News and Views  
Is published  by  

Sierra Health Resources, Inc.    
 

Email:  
info@outinthemotherlode.org 

Information Line:   
(209) 736-1765 or 533-1665 

 
Out In The Mother Lode  

is a program of:   
Sierra Health Resources, Inc. 

P.O. Box 159,  
Angels Camp, CA 95222 

Telephone (209) 736-6792   
Fax (209) 736-6836 

     The California Senate voted 22-
16 to approve a bill (AB 1677) that 
would allow not-for-profit or public 
health organizations to distribute de-
vices -- such as condoms or dental 
dams -- that can protect against sexu-
ally transmitted infections to the 
state©s 162,000 prison inmates   
 
     Supporters of the bill, by Assem-
bly member Paul Koretz (D), say it 
would help curb the spread of HIV 
and other sexually transmitted infec-
tions in the state. The federal govern-
ment estimates that about 30% of 
federal male prison inmates engage 
in sex acts with other male inmates. 
However, the state corrections de-
partment does not track the number 
of inmates caught or punished for 
engaging in such acts.  
 
     Opponents of the bill say it would 
encourage inmates to engage in sex-
ual intercourse in prisons, which is 
illegal in the state. The bill now goes 
to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) 
for consideration.   According to 
Schwarzenegger©s office, the gover-
nor has not taken a position on the 
bill. 

AB 1677 INTRODUCED BY   Assembly 
Member Koretz (Coauthor: Assembly 
Member Goldberg)  FEBRUARY 22, 2005 

   An act to add Section 5012 to the Penal 
Code, relating to inmates. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL©S DIGEST 

   AB 1677, as introduced, Koretz.   Cor-
rections: condom distribution. 
   Under existing law, the Director of Cor-
rections is responsible for the administra-
tion of the state prisons. Existing regula-
tion prohibits inmates from participating in 
illegal sexual acts. 
   This bill would require the director to 
allow any nonprofit or health care agency 
to distribute sexual barrier protection de-
vices, as specified. The bill would state 
that the distribution of those devices shall 
not be considered a crime nor shall it be 
deemed to encourage sexual acts between 
inmates. The bill would specify that pos-
session of one of those devices shall not be 
used as evidence of illegal activity for pur-
poses of administrative sanctions. The bill 
would require the director to develop a 
disposal plan for used devices. 
 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 
  SECTION 1.  Section 5012 is added to 
the  Penal Code , to read: 
   5012.  (a) The Director of Corrections 
shall allow any nonprofit or public health 
care agency to distribute sexual barrier 
protection devices such as condoms and 
dental dams to inmates. Any agency that 
distributes those devices shall be subject to 
all relevant laws and regulations regarding 
visitors to correctional facilities.  
(b) The distribution of those devices shall 
not be considered a crime nor shall it be 
deemed to encourage sexual acts between 
inmates. 
(c) Possession of a device distributed pur-
suant to subdivision (a) shall not be used as 
evidence of illegal activity for purposes of 
administrative sanctions. 
(d) The director shall develop a plan for 
the disposal of used sexual barrier devices 
that protects the anonymity of inmates and 
the health of correctional officers.   
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We want to hear from you!  What are you interested in?  How can we make our events better?  Please fill out this survey and mail it 
in, or go to our website, www.outinthemotherlode.org to complete the survey online. 
 
I am interested in:   
 [  ] Dances   [  ] Hiking   [  ] Arts/Crafts 
 [  ] Pride Picnic   [  ] Camping   [  ] Softball 
 [  ] Book Club   [  ] Motorcycle Rides  [  ] Other 
 [  ] Movie Club   [  ] Bowling    _____________________________ 
 [  ] Going to Plays  [  ] Gay Parents    _____________________________ 
 [  ] Going to Music Events  [  ] Professional/Business Networking _____________________________ 
 
My thoughts on previous events: 
 
 I liked: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 I did not like: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 I would have liked: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Event locations should be: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Newsletter Articles: to promote the health and well-being of GLBIT folk - I’d like to see articles about: 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Volunteering - I would like to help in:   
 [  ] Getting a group/club together (What kind?)? ________________________________________________________ 
 
 [  ] Planning/organizing special events  
  [  ] Dances [  ] Pride Picnic [  ] Other____________________________________________________ 
 
 [  ] Helping with newsletter or website 
  [  ] Can contribute articles about: ______________________________________________________________ 
  [  ] Can help with production, I have computer skills/experience. 
  [  ] Can help with mailings, copying, folding & stuffing 
 
Contact information: (Optional) 
 Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City: _______________________________________________________, CA     Zip Code:_____________________ 
 
 Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Telephone (Day):___________________________________ (Eve.):________________________________________ 
 

ALL INFORMATION IS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.  ALL MAIL INGS ARE DESCREETLY PACKAGED. 
 
[  ]  Check here if you do not wish to receive the Out In The Mother Lode newsletter 
 
[  ]  Check here if you do not wish to receive the Sierra HOPE Newsletter. 
 
Please return completed survey to:    Sierra HOPE 
     OML 
     P.O. Box 159 
     Angels Camp, CA 95222 

OUT IN THE MOTHER LODE SURVEY 
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PFLAG - Sonora/ Mother Lode Chapter.  533-1665 for meeting info 
and voice mail.  Www.pflagsonora.org 
Amador County GLBTQQ Support Group - Amador County Mental 
Health - call Mary Pulskamp at 223-6412 for info. 
Stanislaus Pride Center, Telephone 209-567-3121,  
email info@stanpride.org or visit online at www.stanpride.org 

 
Men 

Sierra Gay Men’s Network, great newsletter, western Sierras, 
www.sgmn.org. 
Western Slope Men’s Social Group (El Dorado County) email 
wsmsg@ccservices.cc 

Women 
Sacramento Area Community Women’s Network:  www.sacwn.com 
Delta Women:  www.deltawomen.org:  Stockton area newsletter & ac-
tivities 
Camping Women (lesbian friendly):  meets 6:30 pm  first Tuesdays at 
Snowshoe Brewery in Standard, or call Betty 586-4799. 
Central Valley Chapter Bay Area Community of Women (BACW) 
P.O. Box 578241 Modesto, CA 95357  cvcbacw@hotmail.com 

Youth 
Lambda Youth Groups—For Youth, By Youth Wednesday & Friday 
evenings at Lambda Community Center, 1927 L St., Sacramento.  916-
442-0185 
www.lambdasac.org 
LYRIC: Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center, Youth Talk 
Line 800-246-PRIDE 
www.lyric.org 

 Bisexual 
Bay Area Bisexual Network—events, resources, support groups.  
(415) 865-5627, www.babn.org. 

 
Transgender 

Sacramento Gender Association—support group, newsletter. (916) 
482-7742, www.geocities.com/westhollywood/village/4409, sacgen-
der@hotmail.com 
Transgender San Francisco, large support group. (415)564-3264, 
www.tgsf.org, moodydeb@yahoo.com 

 
HIV Testing 

Amador County Health Department 
Free, confidential testing by appointment.  Rapid testing available 
(results while you wait).  209-223-6407 
Calaveras County Health Department 
Free, confidential testing by appointment.  
209-754-6460 
Tuolumne County Health Department 
Free, confidential testing by appointment.  
Rapid testing available (results while you 
wait).  209-533-7401 
Community Medical Center 
265 W. St. Charles St., San Andreas. Ora-
sure (no needles) testing by appointment 
only.  209-755-1400 

Free Confidential 
Screening for   

Hepatitis C  
Available at  

Sier ra HOPE 
Call (209) 736-6792 

For information. 

cells taken from 11 cancerous breast 
tumors and 11 cancerous colon tumors 
removed from patients during surgery 
to DNA codes for noncancerous cells, 
the Wall Street Journal reports 
(Regalado, Wall Street Journal, 9/8). 
According to the study, cancerous 
tumors contain an average of about 90 
"mutant" genes, but only some of 
those genes contribute to tumor 
growth. Researchers identified 189 
mutant genes that frequently were 
found in the cancerous tumors 
(Sjoblom et al., Science, 9/7). Re-
searchers linked 122 of the genes to 
breast cancer and 69 to colon cancer, 
and only two genes were linked to 
both cancers. Although some of the 
mutated genes might be hereditary, 
most develop during a person©s life, 
according to Bert Vogelstein, co-
director of the Ludwig Center at Johns 
Hopkins and co-author of the study. 
"From the first mutation to a full-
blown malignancy, it takes literally 20 
to 40 years," Vogelstein said, adding, 
"This data could explain why it takes 
so long." He also said that a person 
would have to have around 20 of the 
genetic mutations to develop cancer 
(Baltimore Sun, 9/8). The study -- 
which cost $5 million -- was funded 
by private donations, Kenneth Kinzler, 
a cancer researcher at Johns Hopkins 
and co-author of the study, sid (Wall 
Street Journal, 9/8). 

Reaction 
NIH Director Elias Zerhouni said the 
study "f[o]r the first time ... tells us 
that you could identify what in cancer 
is the Achilles© heel," adding, "Instead 
of doing what we do now, which is to 
give the standard treatment for every-
body, we will adjust the treatment for 
each patient and hopefully dramati-
cally affect their cancer." Physicians 
previously knew about 10 genes 
linked to breast or colorectal cancers, 
USA Today reports (Szabo, USA To-
day, 9/8). "The large number of muta-
tions reported in [the Science study] 
offers a glimpse of what is yet to come 
and provides exciting new directions 
for drug discovery in breast and colon 
cancer," Francis Collins, head of ge-
netics at NIH, said (AP/Forbes, 9/7). 

(Continued from page 1) 

Genes Linked to Cancer  


