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December 15, OML Social Group,
7:00 PM at Woods Creek Mobile
Home Park Clubhouse.

December 19, PFLAG - Christmas
Carolinig in place of regular meet-
ing. Meet at 5:30pm at the Avalon
Care Facility, 19929 Greenley Rd.,
Sonora. Pot-luck dinner will follow
at nearby home for those who wish.

* 2007 *

- January 16, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00 pm

at the Tuolumne County Library,
Sonora.

- January 19, OML Social Group,
7:00 PM at Woods Creek Mobile
Home Park Clubhouse.

February 16, OML Social Group,
7:00 PM at Woods Creek Mobile
Home Park Clubhouse.

February 20, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00
pm at the Tuolumne County Library,
Sonora.

February 25, Out in the Mother
Lode’s Oscar Party with host,
Ellen DeGeneres (OK, so Ellen
won't be here live—She’s still host-
ing the Oscars! Stay tuned for more
details about this event as they de-
velop.)

Hepatitis C Support Group—2nd
and 4th Thursdays at 6:30 P.M.
HIV Support Group—Call for info

Call 209-736-6792 for information

Survey Results

We received 28 responses to our survey,

not as much as we hoped, but it wasa
start. From the responses that we did
receive, we were able to get agood idea
of what people want.

Dances and Pride Picnic were on top
receiving 15 and 14 mentions respec-
tively. Asfar assmall group activities,
Movies, Plays, Music, Hiking and Camp-
ing all received 10 or more mentions.
Bowling, motorcycle rides, professional/

busi ness networking and social gatherings

received 5 or more mentions.

Of course, we cannot plan all of these
activities, but if any of you are interested
in organizing an activity, we can help
promote it by spreading the word.

Organizing a group activity doesn’t
have to be a huge commitment. For ex-
ample, someone could plan a hike, or
movie night, then when the group got
together, someone else could agree to
plan the next one.

Out in the Mother Lode will help adver-
tise eventsin our newsletter—as long as
we have enough lead time to include
them.

And the winner of the Movie and Mo-
cha prize drawing for people responding
tothesurveyis... Number 2! Here-
ceives gift cards for Angels Movie Thea
ter and Starbucks.

And the Oscar goesto...
Our Steering Committee is working on
plans for an Academy
Awards Party on Sunday,
February 25, 2007. Yes,
we tried to get the acad-
emy to change to a Satur-
day night, but they would-
n't go along.
Thisyear, Ellen De-
Generesis hosting the

awards. ThisisEllen’sfirst time hosting
the Oscars. She has hosted the Emmys
twice. Remember the swan dress?

The Oscar Party isalittle different
type of event than we've done in the
past. We are still looking at available
venues and options. Mark your calen-
dars. Moreinformation coming as soon
as we haveit.

Let’s Dance...

Don’'t worry—we're not giving up on
our dance parties. We know there just
aren’t enough opportunities for usto
dance and party and be ourselves with-
out driving to the valley or beyond.
Hopefully we can organize something in
the spring. |deas anyone?

Social Group...

Cliff reports that the Third Friday
Night Social Group islooking for some
fresh ideas and perhaps a different venue
for their gatherings. This monthly group
was started to provide a consistent time
and place to refer people who were new
to the area, just coming out, or looking
to make new friends and those who just
want to be supportive of othersin the
community. They currently meet at the
clubhouse at Woods Creek Mobile
Home Park near Jamestown. For infor-
mation, call Cliff at 984-3243. (Give
him some time to come to the phone
‘cause he lets the answering machine
screen his calls.)

I’ve noticed that...

Our GLBIT Community is adiverse
lot. Wetend to be alittle older—the
young ones move to the citiesin search
of an accepting community and a larger
dating pool. Some of us move back to
the country when we' ve had enough of
the city, looking for some peace and
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quiet, and a home we can afford. A few
never |eft, but adapted to a hostile envi-
ronment by growing thick skinsand an
ability to blend in with their surround-
ings. Some remain almost undetectable
even to advanced gay-dar.

Many of the new calls and emails
we're getting are from folks moving to
thearea. Our numbers are growing. A
lot of them are landing in Amador
County. What’s going on over there?

Want to see...
More consistent newsl etters?
More GLBIT social activities?
GLBIT eventsin your area?

Why not get involved? Volunteer help
is needed to:
Contribute newsletter articles
Plan OML Events (Maybe an
Amador or Calaveras sub-
committee would bring an OML
event to your neck of the woods.)
Host asmall socia gathering
Contact Jerry Cadotte at 736-6792 or
email jerry@sierrahope.org if interested.

Out In The Mother Lode
News and Views
Is published by

Sierra Health Resources, Inc.
d.b.a. Sierra HOPE
P.O. Box 159, Angels Camp, CA 95222
Telephone (209) 736-6792

Email: info@outinthemotherlode.org

Information Line:
(209) 736-1765 or 533-1665

The evolution of online dating : Straight people find-
ing love on the Internet can thank gay men

MAIN FEATURE | www.sovo.com
By RYAN LEE
Nov. 03, 2006

Tossed out by many who received
them, those America Online CDs that
maintained a ubiquitous presencein
mailboxes across the country in the
1990s helped dramatically alter gay cul-
ture, particularly the way people find
romantic or sexual partners.

For almost a generation now, anin-
creasing number of gay and lesbian
youth have taken their first stepsinto the
enigmatic “gay community” by passing
through an online chat room door. What
often awaits them is an oasis of images
and personal ads, where Mr. Right or
Ms. Tonight isone click away.

“Online is the way we meet people
these days,” says Dave Singleton, author
of “The MANdates: 25 Real Rules for
Successful Gay Dating.”

“If you are not an openly gay man, or
you don't live in one of the major urban
areas, [the Internet has] opened up so
many avenues,” he says.

Once looked upon by mainstream soci-
ety with the same chagrin as newspaper
personals — something for desperate
people who are too socially awkward to
meet partners in person — online dating
is now mainstream enough to be featured
regularly in dinnertime TV ads.

On Craig's List, which is not a specifi-
cally gay site, the men-seeking-men per-
sonal ads are the most active dating cate-
gory and show the greatest growth rate,

according to founder Craig Newmark.
“Even my mom has a Match.com profile
now,” says 25-year-old Ryan Norbauer,
who recently launched Lovetastic.com, an
online dating site for gay men looking for
more than a casual hook-up.

Growing up in West Virginia, Norbauer
says he routinely logged online after
school to talk with friends before branch-
ing out into gay chat rooms.

“Online dating was the absolute first thing
| tried,” Norbauer says. “It makes more
sense for gay men ... because of the inher-
ent challenges of meeting other gay menin
the real world.”

For gay men who didn’t come of age
alongside the Internet, any reluctance to
using online dating sites faded after one or
two hook-ups, says David Kooy, 49, Nor-
bauer’s business partner at Lovetastic.com.

“What broke down the wall of resistance
to online personals was that they worked,”
Kooy says. “People actually got to meet
people and it was a viable alternative to
meeting peoplein bars.”

Online pioneers
Kooy first entered a gay chat roomin the
mid-90s as “ Missieboy.”

“1 remember going on to chat roomsin
AOL in’95 or something like that and
thinking it was the biggest hoot you could
think of,” says Kooy, who describes the
chat room banter as random gay people
making random statements while
“fostering a sense of community.”

Even before AOL chat rooms, gay men
were using their computers to meet each
other. Subscriber-based Bulletin Board
Services with names like “28 Barbary
Lane,” “Hotlanta Chat” and “OUTIine”
void of stimulating images or graphics —
were the precursors to the AOL chat rooms
that exploded in the *90s.

“A lot of [the online dating phenomenon]
sprung out of the AOL chat rooms,” says
Phil Henricks, marketing director for Man-
hunt.net. “We al know gay men were the
first big users of the AOL chat rooms, but

.. AOL embraced the gay dollar, but not
gay sensibilities.”

Dissatisfaction with censorship and other
issues with AOL created fertile cyber soil
from which many gay-specific dating sites
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sprouted.

Among the early queer-centric web do-
mains was Gay.com. Mark Elderkin cre-
ated it in 1994 initially as a personal web
page featuring pictures of his dog.
Gay.com quickly grew into the preeminent
online meeting place for gay and lesbian
Internet users. It was so successful that it
merged with competitor PlanetOut and
became a public company trading on the
Nasdaq National Market in 2004.

“[The company’s success] is largely fu-
eled by the membership growth on
Gay.com,” says Anne Moellering, vice
president for marketing at PlanetOut.

“The product on Gay.com is the most
solid [branch of the company], and we
have a solid and loyal membership base.”
Gay.com features more than 10 million
user profiles, and more than 30,000 people
are chatting at any given moment, Moeller-
ing says.

“It has always been looked upon as a
blessing for the gay community more than
ataboo,” Moellering says of online dating.
“It's been alifesaver for lots and lots of
people in certain areas of the country — at
least it’s been a datesaver.”

But while Gay.com and other hook-up
sites increase access to potential partners,
they far from guarantee dating bliss, Sin-
gleton notes.

“Expanded choice does not in and of
itself make anything better,” says Single-
ton, who also writes dating columns for
MSN and Match.com. “It may make meet-
ing people easier — it doesn’'t necessarily
make dating better.”

Morethan sex

Norbauer experienced first-hand how un-
fulfilling trying to meet guys online can be,
which iswhat inspired him to create Love-
tastic.com.

“It really grew out of my dissatisfaction
with the range of options within the gay
personals realm,” says Norbauer, who de-
scribed many gay-themed sites as having
an “atmosphere focused on passing sexual
encounters.”

Filling in boxes about the size of his
body parts and preferred sexual positions
did not align with Norbauer’ s concept of
finding a partner.

“My initial visceral reaction to those
things wasn't out of prudishness, but be-
cause al the things | am as a person, and
what | have to offer, were not satisfied
with those options,” he says, adding that
the Internet’s growth has coincided with “a
substantial evolution of the way gay people
think of themselves and the possibility of
love.”

Launched last month, Lovetastic.comis
probably the only gay online dating site
where users can’t post atopless picture,
Norbauer says.

“Interactions among gay men can be a
little different; they can be alittle more
high-level and substantial,” he says. “Y ou
need only to craft a site that encourages
that depth of spirit, and mind, and soul to
comeout inaprofile.”

Instead of knocking traditional gay hook-
up sites, the folks behind Lovetastic.com
say they want to add to the options gay
men have online.

“It'san entirely legitimate thing to
want what [hook-up sites] have, but if
you want to express a huanced vision
of yourself, you need the proper
framework to do it,” Kooy says.

LESBIAN CHAT ROOM S are still
gaining popularity, and although some
users post hardcore ads looking for a
hook-up, it's “nowhere near the scale
the guysrooms are,” Moellering says.

PlanetOut is preparing to launch a
Sappho-centric website in December
after much clamoring, Moellering
says.

“People are frustrated, and totally
understandably, that the experience
doesn't give as much as its supposed
to for women,” she asserts.

Gay social networking sites like Man-
hunt, Adam4Adam and the recently
launched DList, for “edgy gay men,”
provide just as easy an opportunity for
men to find a coffee date as a gang-
bang, Henricks says.

“We're still very much a hook-up
site, but there’salot of people who
useit to catch up with friends, or as an
innocent flirtation device,” he says.
“Sometimesit’s a mindless way to
break-up the monotony of the day.”

And as hook-up sites morph into
broader community hangouts, the
rules of dating get murkier, Singleton
says.

“For example, if you're dating some-
body, when do you take your profile
down?’ he asks.

Ask Anniel!

Dear Annie:

| have a 6 month old kitten who really
LOVES my chairs and couch,,,,,and not to
sit on! Shewantstorip it to shreds, | have
tried spanking, and yelling every time she
goestoit. While | am at work sheisin my
laundry room, and the minute she gets out
she runsto my beautiful couch and lays
her nailsinto it, as proud as you please.

| really don't want to declaw her aswas
suggested to me by my friend, but what
other choicesdo | have? Please help me!

Marge

Dear Marge:

First off, sinceit isingtinct for any kit-
ten/cat to scratch, we as their humans, have
a responsibility to provide the resources to

let her exercise her instincts, and not on
your toys, which is what she believes every
itemin her homeis!!

Secondly, there is an item every new
kitty owner needs to have, thisisa"squirt
bottle" with simple water inside. The next
item you need to purchase isa cat tree or a
couple of cat scratcher posts, set periodi-
cally in the house, especially by the couch
and the other items she lovesto use. Then
when you come home at night, and you go
to let her out, pick her up giving her lots of
praise and love and carry her to her new
claw sharpening post and rub one of her
paws on it asif she was scratching. The
squirt bottle is for when she heads to your
"toys' you grab the squirt bottle and give a
little squirt, to her rear end, never in her
face or ears. Believe me,,,,,she will jump
and back off! Then you pick her and while

using your unhappy voice, NO yelling,
just atone will do, do your scratching
act with her paws on HER tree or

post.

Y ou will need to stay on top of this
training diligently for a couple of
days, possibly up to 2 weeks for stub-
born kitties, but in the end it will be
rewarded by her leaving your
toysaone.

So good luck and "Happy Squirt-
ing"! ...Annie

Ask Anniell Isanew addition to the
OML Newsletter, brought to you by
some dedicated members of the OML
steering committee.
Email your questions to:

annie@outi nthemotherlode.org.




L eaping L esbians

Thelast LL (Leaping Leshian)
Potluck was held in Groveland at
the home of two new members.
There were around 30 gals and we
all had agood time. The food was-
n't bad either --- isn't it dways
good?

We will meet next at Mountain
Ranch on December 31%. If you
are interested in becoming part of
the group, e-mail:
jaybigler@comcast.net. You can
also call: 209 772 9702 (Jay).

We wish dl aHappy Turkey
Day, Merry Christmas, and/or
Happy New Y ear!

Camping Women

Camping Women was organized
in 1977 when a group of women
who love the outdoors became
aware
that there was a need for an organi-
zation that could provide camping
opportunities for women under the
|eadership of women.

Camping Women is a non-profit
organization whose primary pur-
poseisto offer persons an opportu-
nity to participate in feminist out-
door programs and to experience
our heritage of
wildernesslandsin order to de-
velop their own unique potential.

The Sierra Foothills Chapter
meets the first Tuesday of every
month at the Snowshoe Brewery in
Standard. We offer many different
types of activities and outings
ranging from camp outs and kay-
aking, to game nights and theatre
outings. Anyone interested injoin-
ing should contact Cheryl Baker at
(209) 928-1945 or by email:
Cher005@aol.com.

Join us and enjoy the outdoors
and a group of fun loving women!
We have a great time and there is
always room
for more.

PFLAG - Sonora/ Mother Lode Chapter. 533-1665 for meeting info
and voice mail. Www.pflagsonora.org

Amador County GLBTQQ Support Group - Amador County Mental
Health - call Mary Pulskamp at 223-6412 for info.

Stanislaus Pride Center, Telephone 209-567-3121,

email info@stanpride.org or visit online at www.stanpride.org

Men
Sierra Gay Men’s Network, great newsletter, western Sierras,
WWw.sgmn.org.
Western Slope Men’s Social Group (El Dorado County) email
wsmsg@ccservices.cc
Women
Sacramento Area Community Women’s Network: www.sacwn.com
Delta Women: www.deltawomen.org: Stockton area newsletter & ac-
tivities
Camping Women (lesbian friendly): meets 6:30 pm first Tuesdays at
Snowshoe Brewery in Standard, or call Betty 586-4799.
Central Valley Chapter Bay Area Community of Women (BACW)
P.O. Box 578241 Modesto, CA 95357 cvcbacw@hotmail.com
Youth
Lambda Youth Groups—For Youth, By Youth Wednesday & Friday
evenings at Lambda Community Center, 1927 L St., Sacramento. 916-
442-0185
www.lambdasac.org
LYRIC: Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center, Youth Talk
Line 800-246-PRIDE
www. lyric.org
Bisexual
Bay Area Bisexual Network—events, resources, support groups.
(415) 865-5627, www.babn.org.

Transgender
Sacramento Gender Association—support group, newsletter. (916)
482-7742, www.geocities.com/westhollywood/village/4409, sacgen-
der@hotmail.com
Transgender San Francisco, large support group. (415)564-3264,
www.tgsf.org, moodydeb@yahoo.com

HIV Testing
Amador County Health Department
Free, confidential testing by appointment. Rapid testing available
(results while you wait). 209-223-6407
Calaveras County Health Department

Free, confidential testing by appointment. Free Confidential

209-754-6460 Screening for
Tuolumne County Health Department H titis C
Free, confidential testing by appointment. epa IS
Rapid testing available (results while you Avallable at
SierraHOPE

wait). 209-533-7401
Community Medical Center
265 W. St. Charles St., San Andreas. Ora-

Call (209) 736-6792
For information.

sure (no needles) testing by appointment
only. 209-755-1400




