
CALENDAR 

·  March 16, OML Social Group, - 
7:00 PM at Woods Creek Mobile 
Home Park Clubhouse.  Call Cliff at 
984-3243 for information 

·  March 20, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00 pm 
at the Tuolumne County Library, 
Sonora. 

·  March 31 and April 7, MoFest! 3 - 
Modesto International Gay & Les-
bian Film Festival - benefits PFLAG 
Modesto.  See Story this page. 

·  April 17, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00 pm at 
the Tuolumne County Library, 
Sonora. 

·  April 20, OML Social Group, - Call 
Cliff at 984-3243 for information 

·  May 4, Judy Tenuta, A Night of 
Comedy - Benefits Stanislaus Pride 
Center.  See story this page. 

·  May 12, Mother Lode Round Up 
Parade - Downtown Sonora.  March 
with PFLAG or cheer them on from 
the sidelines. 

·  May 15, PFLAG - 6:30-8:00 pm at 
the Tuolumne County Library, 
Sonora. 

·  May 18, OML Social Group, - Call 
Cliff at 984-3243 for information 
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·  Hepatitis C Support Group—2nd 
and 4th Thursdays at 6:30 P.M. 

·  HIV Support Group—Call for info 
 

Call 209-736-6792 for information 

Modesto International Gay &  
Lesbian Film Festival  
 
Things kick off this spring over two con-
secutive Saturday nights at The State 
Theatre with the third Modesto Interna-
tional Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, 
“MoFest! 3” . Fresh, cutting-edge, 
GLBT- themed films will be screened at 
the historic house of cinema in down-
town Modesto on Saturday, March 31st 
and Saturday, April 7th, 2007.  
 
Doors open each evening for a no-host 
reception in the lobby of the theatre at 
6:15 PM and film screenings begin at 
7:00 PM. Tickets are $10/person per 
night. Attendees must be 18+ only (IDs 
will be checked). Tickets can be pur-
chased through The State’s ticketing 
office at 1307 J Street in Modesto, by 
calling (209) 527-4697, or by visiting 
www.thestate.org.  
 
“MoFest! 3”  is a program of PFLAG 
Modesto. Local PFLAG Modesto web 
site is at www.pflagmodesto.org and 
local phone number is at (209) 527-
0776.  
 
A Night of Comedy: Judy 
Tenuta  
 
The second event of the season is an 
evening of comedy with Judy Tenuta, 
who Joan Rivers calls “ the funniest 
woman in the world” . Again at The State 
Theatre in downtown Modesto, Ms. 
Tenuta’s one-night- only show in Mo-
desto is Friday, May 4th, 2007. Show 
begins at 8:00 PM.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Out In The Mother Lode  
LOCAL NEWS 

Stanislaus Pr ide Center  
Announces Modesto Events I t’s nice just to be nominated... 

    The OML Steering Committee called 
off plans for an Academy Awards Party 
this year, after difficulties finding an ap-
propriate venue to hold the event.   
    We are regrouping this month to dis-
cuss what and when the next OML event 
will be.  If you would care to join us, 
please call Jerry at 209-736-6792 or email 
jerry@sierrahope.org. 
      
Social Group... 
     Cliff reports that the Third Friday 
Night Social Group is looking for some 
fresh ideas and perhaps a different venue 
and/or day and time for their gatherings.  
This monthly group was started to pro-
vide a consistent time and place to refer 
people who were new to the area, just 
coming out, or looking to make new 
friends and those who just want to be sup-
portive of others in the community.  They 
currently meet at the clubhouse at Woods 
Creek Mobile Home Park near James-
town.  For information, call Cliff at 984-
3243.   
 
Reggae on the Mountain at Bear  
Valley Ski Resor t… 
    Saturday, April 14 is the date for this 
year’s Reggae on the Mountain and Mi-
crobrew Festival.   
    We are looking for about 15 volunteers 
to help serve up the brew in the Beer Gar-
den.  All of the proceeds will benefit Si-
erra HOPE, the parent organization of 
OML.  Sierra HOPE provides education 
and support for HIV, AIDS and Hepatitis 
C in Amador, Calaveras and Tuolumne 
Counties.   
    This is always a fun event, taking place 
on a Saturday afternoon near the end of 
the ski season.  To volunteer, or for more 
info, call Jerry at 209-736-6792 or email 
jerry@sierrahope.org. 
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New Vaccine for Cervical Cancer Could Prove 
Useful in Men, Too 

Out In The Mother Lode 
News and Views  
Is published  by  

 

Sierra Health Resources, Inc. 
d.b.a. Sierra HOPE  

P.O. Box 159, Angels Camp, CA 95222 
Telephone (209) 736-6792 

Email:  info@outinthemotherlode.org 
Information Line:   

(209) 736-1765 or 533-1665 

By DAVID TULLER 
  The new vaccine against human papil-
lomavirus, which became available last 
summer, could potentially prevent thou-
sands of cases of cervical cancer. But 
doctors hope the vaccine will be able to 
prevent a less well-known, but poten-
tially fatal, disease in gay men, anal can-
cer. The same strains of HPV cause both 
cancers. 
  Although anal cancer can affect any-
one, it is most common among men with 
histories of receptive anal intercourse — 
an annual rate of about 35 cases per 
100,000, and perhaps twice that for those 
infected with H.I.V., which weakens the 
immune system. 
  The Food and Drug Administration 
approved the HPV vaccine last year for 
girls and women from 9 to 26 after stud-
ies indicated that it was extremely effec-
tive against infection by four of the doz-
ens of strains of HPV, including the ones 
responsible for most cases of cervical 
and anal cancer, as well as genital and 
anal warts. 
  “The cervix is similar biologically to 
the anus, so there’s plenty of hope that it 
will work there also,”  said Dr. Joel 
Palefsky, a professor of medicine at the 
University of California, San Francisco. 
But he cautioned that its effectiveness 
against anal cancer remained to be 
proved. 
  The anal cancer rate for gay men is 
similar to cervical cancer rates before the 
advent of Pap smears, the test that can 
detect precancerous cell abnormalities. 
In recent years, some doctors who treat 
gay men have advised their patients to 
undergo anal Pap smears as part of rou-
tine preventive care. 
  HPV is the most common sexually 
transmitted infection in the United 
States, with 6.2 million people infected 
each year, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, though 
many people clear the virus without hav-
ing symptoms or knowing that they were 
infected. 
  Many gay men do not realize they have 
an elevated risk of anal cancer. 
  David Maxim, an artist in San Fran-
cisco, said he had vaguely heard of HPV 
when he learned that he had anal cancer 
several years ago. “ I had no idea about it 
because no one ever talked about it, al-

though these days more gay men seem to 
be aware of it,”  said Mr. Maxim, who was 
successfully treated with radiation and 
chemotherapy. 
Regulators in Australia and the European 
Union have approved the vaccine, called 
Gardasil and made by Merck, for boys 
ages 9 to 15. They cited data showing that 
it produced an immune response in boys, 
though its effectiveness in preventing in-
fection in sexually active men has not been 
proved. 
  As with prescription drugs, doctors in the 
United States can provide the vaccine “off 
label”  to anyone. “The approval is for mar-
keting and distribution, but medical pro-
viders can use it in ways they feel is appro-
priate,”  said Dr. Jeffrey Klausner, director 
of S.T.D. prevention at the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health. 
Dr. Eliav Barr, a director of clinical re-
search at Merck, said he had heard that 
some men were receiving the vaccine, but 
added that the company was barred from 
promoting it for men unless the F.D.A. 
approved it for that use. 
  That is unlikely to occur for at least a 
couple of years. Merck is sponsoring a 
clinical trial of Gardasil in 4,000 men, in-
cluding 500 self-identified gay men. The 
first results are expected toward the end of 
next year. 
  Recruiting gay men has been challenging, 
researchers said. The vaccine is intended to 
prevent an initial infection with the virus, 
but many people become infected soon 
after becoming sexually active. For the gay 
arm of the study, Merck has recruited men 
from 16 to 26 who have had no more than 
five sexual partners. The difficulty is that 
many gay men come to accept their sexual 
orientation only after an experimentation 
period. 
  “These have to be men who have sex with 
men but who have not had too much sex 
with men,”  said James Maynard, a pro-
gram officer at the Fenway Institute, a re-
search organization in Boston that focuses 
on gay and lesbian health and is a site of 
the HPV trial. “The more sex you’ve had, 
the greater the probability you’ve been 
infected with HPV.”  

 
Upper level seating is $25 per person, 
and lower level seating is $40 per per-
son. Special VIP tickets include a post-
show hosted wine bar and hors d©oeu-
vres reception at Café Deva with Ms. 
Tenuta immediately following the per-
formance. VIP tickets are $55 per per-
son. Again, tickets for this event can be 
purchased through The State’s ticketing 
office at 1307 J Street in Modesto, by 
calling (209) 527-4697, or by visiting 
www.thestate.org. (Note: Tickets are on 
sale now).  
 
Comedy night at The State with Judy 
Tenuta is a fundraiser for Stanislaus 
PRIDE Center (SPC). Information about 
SPC is at www.stanpride.org and (209) 
338-0855.  
 
Stanislaus PRIDE Day 2007  
 
The third, final, and biggest event of the 
season is the SPC’s second June pride 
celebration: Stanislaus PRIDE Day 
2007. Pride ’07 is taken outdoors this 
year on Saturday, June 30th, 2007. The 
event will be held from 2:00 to 8:00 PM 
at Graceada Park, corner of Needham & 
Sycamore, in Modesto. National and 
local entertainers will take the stage 
throughout the afternoon and evening 
for this family- friendly event, and it is 
open to all ages. Approximately fifty 
(50) vendors will have booths at the 
event, including those selling food, beer 
& wine. Alcohol consumers must be 
21+ and have ID on them at all times. 
General ticketing prices are to be de-
cided. VIP tickets are $50 per person, 
and includes a commemorative event t-
shirt ($15 value), special beer/wine ac-
cess, and other amenities. Judy Tenuta 
Comedy Night VIP ticket holders get 
Pride Day VIP tickets for only $30 (an 
additional $20 in savings). Tickets are 

(Continued from page 1) 
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    Most women have a higher long-term 
risk of developing heart disease than they 
think they do, and they should take action 
early to prevent heart attack and stroke, 
according to American Heart Association 
2007 guidelines on women and heart dis-
ease prevention published Monday in Cir-
culation: Journal of the American Heart 
Association.  The new guidelines also rec-
ommend that women: 

·  Increase physical activity and con-
sumption of fresh fruits, vegetables 
and low-fat dairy products and restrict 
their alcohol and sodium intake; 

·  Quit smoking and seek counseling, 
nicotine replacement or other forms of 
smoking cessation therapy; 

·  Exercise 60 to 90 minutes most or all 
days of the week at levels equivalent 
to brisk walking; 

·  Reduce saturated fat intake to less than 
7% of calories if possible; 

·  Eat oily fish or another source of 
omega-3 fatty acids at least twice 
weekly; 

·  Do not take hormone replacement 
therapy and selective estrogen receptor 
modulators to prevent heart disease; 

·  Do not take folic acid, vitamin E, C 
and beta-carotene for primary or sec-
ondary prevention of heart disease; 
and 

·  Take low-dose aspirin therapy if they 
are ages 65 or older regardless of heart 
disease risk status, if benefits likely 
will outweigh other risks. 

 
Reaction 
"Nearly all women are at risk for cardio-
vascular disease, underscoring the impor-
tance of a heart-healthy lifestyle in every-
one," Lori Mosca, director of preventive 
cardiology at New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital and lead author of the guidelines, said 
(Fox, Reuters, 2/20). She added, "Right 
now, 34% of American women are living 
with heart disease. When you have some-
thing that common, it©s important we all 
take action to control our risk" (USA To-
day, 2/20).  
 
Kaiser Daily Women’s Health Policy Report, 
2/20/07 

Reynolds New Cigarette Aimed at Women Smokers  
‘Another  Cynical Blow to Public Health’  Editor ial Says 

Medical Mar ijuana Might Reduce Nerve Pain Among 
People L iving With HIV/AIDS, Study Says 

    Although R.J. Reynolds Tobacco  
executives think "they have hit on an 
innovative marketing strategy" by plan-
ning to launch a new cigarette brand, 
called Camel No. 9 aimed at adult fe-
male smokers, "this new attempt to woo 
women smokers can only be viewed as 
another cynical blow to public health, a 
New York Times editorial says (New 
York Times, 2/19). Reynolds -- in an 
effort to increase its market share among 
female smokers, who currently make up 
about 30% of Camel buyers -- will pack 
the cigarettes in a "hot-pink fuchsia" and 
a "minty-green teal package" and adver-
tise the brand with the slogan, "Light and 
Luscious."  
    The company would not disclose 

Amer ican Hear t Association  
Releases 2007 Guidelines  

About Heart Disease  
Prevention for  Women 

ingredient, and 25 received a placebo 
(San Francisco Chronicle, 2/13). The 
participants smoked three times daily -- 
at 8 a.m., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. -- for five 
days (Washington Post, 2/13). The study 
found that after the first cigarette on the 
first day, at least 50% of participants 
who received active marijuana reported a 
72% reduction in pain (San Francisco 
Chronicle, 2/13). The researchers re-
corded a 15% reduction in pain among 
those who received the placebo cigarette 
(Vesely, Oakland Tribune, 2/12). Over 
five days, the median reduction in pain 
reported by the active marijuana smokers 
was 34%, compared with 17% in the 
placebo group, the study found (San 
Francisco Chronicle, 2/13). The re-
searchers took steps to ensure that the 
marijuana in the study -- which was 
grown on the government©s official mari-
juana farm in Mississippi and stored in a 
locked freezer -- was not used for recrea-
tional purposes, according to the Post 
(Washington Post, 2/13). 

Comments, Reaction 
The results are "evidence, using the gold 
standard for clinical research, that canna-
bis has some medical benefits for a con-
dition that can be severely debilitating," 
Abrams said (San Francisco Chronicle, 

(Continued on page 6) 

    Medical marijuana might reduce the 
pain of peripheral neuropathy, a type of 
nerve damage, among people living with 
HIV/AIDS, according to a study pub-
lished in the Feb. 13 issue of the journal 
Neurology, the Washington Post reports 
(Weiss, Washington Post, 2/13). Donald 
Abrams of the University of California-
San Francisco and colleagues examined 
the effects of smoking medicinal mari-
juana among people living with HIV/
AIDS during a two-year period begin-
ning in May 2003, the San Francisco 
Chronicle reports (Russell, San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, 2/13). Researchers en-
rolled 50 HIV-positive participants who 
reported severe foot pain caused either 
by HIV/AIDS or their medications, ac-
cording to the Post (Washington Post, 
2/13). The participants each spent a 
week at a secure laboratory at San Fran-
cisco General Hospital and were re-
quired to stop marijuana use before the 
start of the study (San Francisco Chroni-
cle, 2/13). The researchers measured 
baseline pain among the participants by 
asking them to rank their pain on a scale 
of one to 100 and by administering two 
standardized tests involving a small hot 
iron applied to the skin and hot chili pep-
per cream (Washington Post, 2/13). 
Twenty-five participants were randomly 
chosen to receive active marijuana ciga-
rettes with 3.5% THC, the drug©s active 

spending for the campaign, but estimates 
range from $25 million to $50 million. 
The marketing campaign "would all 
seem laughable if it were not so perni-
cious," the editorial says, adding that 
Reynolds executives "apparently don©t 
care that lung cancer among women is 
the only major form of cancer whose 
death toll is rising."  
    The Times concludes that bills intro-
duced in Congress last week that would 
give FDA authority to regulate tobacco 
products and restrict marketing to young 
people "could stop young women from 
being entrapped by cynical market-
ers" (New York Times, 2/19). 
 

Kaiser Daily Women’s Health Policy Report, 
2/20/07 



Shakespeare Got I t 
Right 
by Carolyn Gage 
  
    Shakespeare knew how to end a trag-
edy.  He knew you don©t just send the 
audience home without some closure, 
without some lesson learned, without 
some sense that "this must never happen 
again." 
    At the end of his play Romeo and 
Juliet, where the two lovers commit dou-
ble suicide as a result of their families© 
disapproval, Shakespeare brings on the 
Prince of Verona as well as Juliet©s par-
ents and Romeo©s father.   In front of the 
citizens of Verona, in the early morning 
light, the Prince publicly unravels the 
details of the entire tragedy.  He does not 
blame the friar who hatched the danger-
ous plot, the druggist who sold the poi-
son, or the messenger who came too 
late.  Notably, he does not blame the 
lovers. 
    No, Shakespeare©s figure of civic and 
moral authority lays the blame squarely 
on the shoulders of the feuding families: 
"Capulet, Montague,/ See what a 
scourge is laid upon your hate,/ That 
heaven finds means to kill your joys 
with love!" 

    And then, we have the cathar-
sis:  Juliet©s father offers his hand to Ro-
meo©s father.  Romeo©s father declares 
that he will erect a statue of Juliet in pure 
gold.  Juliet©s father is quick to add that 
Romeo©s body will be buried with that of 
Juliet.  And the Prince sums up poeti-
cally:  " A glooming peace this morning 
with it brings." 
    There is no "glooming peace" in 
Washington today.  The two teenaged 
lovers who took their lives will have no 
statues erected in their honor.  And even 
though one of them wrote a last request 
in her diary to be buried next to her "true 
love," it is doubtful whether that request 
will be honored. 
    There is no Prince of Georgetown 
who will step forward and demand a full 
and public accounting from all parties of 
what they know.  In fact, the authorities 
have declared their intention to suppress 
the details of the two deaths, consistent 
with their "policy" surrounding suicides. 
    And the families? They are requesting 
respect for their privacy.  There are no 
gestures of reconciliation.  The blame is 
being laid on the victims:  One of the 
girls was, according to her father, de-
pressed. 
    I daresay that Romeo and Juliet were 
depressed also.  Romeo was facing exile 

and Juliet was looking at an arranged 
marriage with its attendant marital 
rape.  But the wise Prince of Verona 
knew that his people deserved better 
than a facile blaming of the children.  He 
knew the root of the tragedy lay in the 
families© refusal to accept the love be-
tween these two young people, their de-
termination to place obstacles in their 
path and to accuse them of betraying 
their families© values, of dishonoring the 
family, with their passionate liaison.  He 
knew that the only possible closure to 
the story would be the healing of this 
bigotry. 
    In the tragedy this week, there were 
two warring factions.  One family was 
Catholic and the other Jewish.   
Traditionally Catholicism and Judaism 
are not religions that accept intermar-
riage between members.  More than that, 
these are religions that have traditionally 
rejected homosexuality as 
morally wrong - a perversion or a sin. 
    No doubt the girls were de-
pressed.  They may have even felt as if 
they were carrying the weight of the 
world, because they were.  These chil-
dren were shouldering the disapproval 
and censure of two major world relig-
ions, backed by centuries of history and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Because they’ ll never find you now. 
  
And if it was up to me, 
I would bury you, 
Bury you with your true love, 
And her with you. 
  
And on the stone, I’d carve 
Your last words 
In deep granite gashes, 
Too deep to wear away, 
  
Those sorry words 
You left 
To a sorry world – 
Rachel, I would carve, 
  
“ I’m sorry.”  
  
 
Copyright 2007 Carolyn Gage. Reprinted 
with permission. 

� � � � �� �

For Rachel Cr ites 
by Carolyn Gage 

  
And she said, 
“Wherever I end up laying . . . 
I want to stay with my true love . . . 
With my true love . . . 
Next to her.”  
  
She said: 
  
“This is my choice.”  
She said. 
“This is my choice.”  
“ I’m sorry.”  
   
And I’m sorry.  And I’m sorry.  And I’m 
sorry. 
  
I’m sorry for every sorry time you had to  
  hear “gay”  like it was something bad. 
I’m sorry for every sorry time they  
  called you dyke and didn’ t mean that  
  you were fierce, and strong, and true to  
  loving women. 

I’m sorry for the sorry Catholic church  
  that called you a sinner. 
I’m sorry for all the sorry teachers who  
  never taught you how natural, how  
  normal it is for women to love women  
  and for girls to love girls, and that 
  many of the most brilliant, most daring,  
  most courageous women in history 
  were lesbians. 
  
I’m sorry. 
  
And if it was up to me, 
I would bury you, 
Bury you with your true love, 
And her with you. 
  
And I’m sorry for the suffocation 
That had nothing to do with CO2. 
And I’m sorry for the long, slow  
  freezing  
That had nothing to do with temperature. 
And I’m sorry they took so long, 
Took too long, 
To locate you. 
  

 



culture.  These children were defying the 
moral precepts of millennia.  Possibly, 
they were also dealing with the disap-
proval of their families. These burdens 
would be crushing to an adult with a 
fully-developed support system.  
For an eighteen-year-old and a sixteen-
year-old, it was more than they could 
bear.   
    As a witness to the playing out of this 
tragedy in the media, I am restless. I lack 
the kind of closure that Shakespeare of-
fered to the citizens of his imagined 
world and the audiences of his real 
one.  I am missing the respect for my 
investment in the story, in the culture 
that produced the tragedy.  I need for the 
families to come together with mutual 
acknowledgement of the prejudices that 
drove their daughters to desperation.   I 
want them to clasp hands publicly, to 
own and repudiate the historic "feud" 
between their   faiths as well as the tradi-
tional homophobia of both religions. 
    I want them to bury these girls to-
gether, as the girls had wished, and I 
want them to establish a living memorial 
to honor their courage and their pain, a 
memorial that will bear witness to the 
fact that the homophobia taught and 
practiced by the major religions of the 
world is criminal, that the victims of this 
homophobia die every day in every 
country, and that young people are 
among those who suffer the most.  I 
want a pledge from the media and from 
the police that there will never again be a 
conspiracy of silence, of suppressing 
suicide notes and details of deaths, of 
disappearing or downplaying the evi-
dence of sexual orientation in the name 
of "respect for the families."  I want 
every death counted, noted, commemo-
rated, remembered annually, until we all 
live in a world where homophobia is no 
longer tolerated or protected as a reli-
gious, ethnic, cultural, or personal pre-
rogative. 
  
 
Copyright 2007 Carolyn Gage. Reprinted 
with permission. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Where there is chemistry, compatibility and 
the ability to commit in the same way, there 
is hope for a life-partnership. It is with these 
elements -- and all facets of same-gender, 
romantic relationships -- that my advice col-
umn deals. You may not have acquired much 
dating experience yet, and want to know 
where to start. You may be struggling to heal 
a wounded relationship of two decades. Or 
you may be anywhere between the two. Your 
opinion about relationships may differ from 
mine. Whatever your excitement or disillu-
sionment with romantic, same-gender rela-
tionships, I am here to carry on a dialogue 
with you. And in discussing our romantic 
successes and failures, it is my mission to 
help you ultimately find and bond (or stay) 
with the life-partner of your dreams. 
 
Hi Dale: 
    My name is Alan, and I read your 
advice column in some magazine this 
past month. I really enjoyed it. So, I have 
a question. I©ve been with my partner for 
2+ years now, and I have only one major 
problem. He©s not out to his rural Texan, 
evangelical family, so when they come 
to visit, I have to vacate the house that I 
bought before he came into my life (my 
partner moved in with me). Last time his 
family visited, I had to couch it at a 
friend©s house. We have talked about this 
a lot, and he knows that it hurts me not 
to exist to these people that he deeply 
loves, but we©re at an impasse because he 
just never wants to hear his mother say, 
"You©re going to hell," and I don©t want 
to pack up my bags and leave my house 
every time his siblings or parents want to 
visit.  We only have one bedroom, so 
being the "roommate" is not an option 
which is what he did with his last part-
ner. 
    It also hurts me a bunch to miss him 
for Christmas every year as he travels 
home.  My family has accepted him 100 
percent even though I have some ex-
tremely conservative aunts and uncles.  
Both he and I want him to come out to 
his family, but how is my question?! 
 
--Alan, San Francisco 
 
Dear Alan and Partner: 
    Compartmentalization of feelings and 
actions is common for gays whose par-
ents are bigots, even if disguised behind 
religion. Compartmentalization means 
that your partner and you show substan-
tially different behaviors when his par-
ents visit than when they don’ t. You 
separate rather than unite. You fear 
rather than love. Victims submit, and 

create different identities from one situa-
tion to the next. In contrast, victors remain 
authentic wherever they go. 
    Early this year, your partner might con-
sider writing “ the letter.”  Many hundreds 
of my inquirers have written it. It goes 
something like this: 
    “Dear Mom & Dad. I love you very 
much, and am grateful that you are part of 
my life. I am gay, which you may have 
suspected or not. It is in everyone’s best 
interest that I lead an authentic life. Please 
accept me as I am, as I do you. I am a 
grown man now, even if I always feel 
proud to be your son. My partner Alan and 
I share a home, which he purchased before 
I moved into it. We are deeply committed 
to each other. Please invite him into our 
family, as his family has invited me into 
theirs. I look forward to talking this 
through with you, and growing closer.”  
    It’s done. By “ it”  I mean authentication. 
If you choose otherwise, then the funda-
mental flaw in your union is that you place 
it second in priority to your fear. Every 
time your partner chooses to let you leave 
your own home in order to make room for 
his parents, he prioritizes his fear first and 
your union second. And every time you 
choose to leave, instead of standing your 
ground, you make the same mistake. You 
and your partner undervalue each other, 
and your union weakens. You throw away 
your love, and enable bigotry to prevail. Is 
this what you want? If so, then stay stuck. 
If not, then authenticate. 
    You asked for it. After twelve years as a 
matchmaker, I have no patience for behav-
iors that destroy our families, which is ex-
actly what bigots want, including evangeli-
cal ones. My message to you, and them, is 
that our love equals theirs. Either your un-
ion remains a long-term victim, or it stands 
a lifelong victor, whichever you choose. 
    Please accept my sincere best wishes, 
my dear ones. I envision you thriving to-
gether. 
 
Love, 
Dale 
 
Dale Bullock is a matchmaker, and foun-
der of Bonds Limited, LLC. He holds an 
MBA, and resides in San Francisco with 
his partner.  Direct questions and inquiries 
to info@bondslimited.com, or call (415) 
989-7162.  To read past letters, go to 
www.bondslimited.com/advice 
 
Reprinted with permission. 
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PFLAG - Sonora/ Mother Lode Chapter.  533-1665 for meeting info 
and voice mail.  Www.pflagsonora.org 
Amador County GLBTQQ Support Group - Amador County Mental 
Health - call Mary Pulskamp at 223-6412 for info. 
Stanislaus Pride Center, Telephone 209-567-3121,  
email info@stanpride.org or visit online at www.stanpride.org 

 
Men 

Sierra Gay Men’s Network, great newsletter, western Sierras, 
www.sgmn.org. 
Western Slope Men’s Social Group (El Dorado County) email 
wsmsg@ccservices.cc 

Women 
Sacramento Area Community Women’s Network:  www.sacwn.com 
Delta Women:  www.deltawomen.org:  Stockton area newsletter & ac-
tivities 
Camping Women (lesbian friendly):  meets 6:30 pm  first Tuesdays at 
Snowshoe Brewery in Standard, or call Betty 586-4799. 
Central Valley Chapter Bay Area Community of Women (BACW) 
P.O. Box 578241 Modesto, CA 95357  cvcbacw@hotmail.com 

Youth 
Lambda Youth Groups—For Youth, By Youth Wednesday & Friday 
evenings at Lambda Community Center, 1927 L St., Sacramento.  916-
442-0185 
www.lambdasac.org 
LYRIC: Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center, Youth Talk 
Line 800-246-PRIDE 
www.lyric.org 

 Bisexual 
Bay Area Bisexual Network—events, resources, support groups.  
(415) 865-5627, www.babn.org. 

 
Transgender 

Sacramento Gender Association—support group, newsletter. (916) 
482-7742, www.geocities.com/westhollywood/village/4409, sacgen-
der@hotmail.com 
Transgender San Francisco, large support group. (415)564-3264, 
www.tgsf.org, moodydeb@yahoo.com 

 
HIV Testing 

Amador County Health Department 
Free, confidential testing by appointment.  Rapid testing available 
(results while you wait).  209-223-6407 
Calaveras County Health Department 
Free, anonymous testing by appointment.  209-754-6460.  Rapid Test-
ing coming soon. 
Tuolumne County Health Department 
Free, anonymous testing by appointment.  Rapid testing available 
(results while you wait).  209-533-7401 
 
Sierra HOPE (In Angels Camp) 
Coming Soon.  HIV Rapid Testing available on Monday afternoons, by 
appointment.  Beginning Late March or April.  Call 209-736-6792 

Free Confidential Screening for   

Hepatitis C  
Available at  

Sier ra HOPE 
Call (209) 736-6792 for information. 

    The Leaping Lesbian Potluck Group 
will meet this month on February 24th 
in Sonora. For further information con-
tact jaybigler@comcast.net or call 772-
9702. 
    If anyone out there would like to be 
hostess for a future potluck in 2007, 
please call "Jay" at 772-9702. 
    Our Potluck gatherings are always fun 
and meeting new people tends to en-
hance our social lives.  If you are a 
member, support our get-togethers, if 
your not a member, join.  See you in 

Leaping Lesbians 
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2/13). He added, "I think that there are 
people out there who say there is no evi-
dence that marijuana is medicine, that 
this is all just a smoke screen." David 
Murray, chief scientist for the White 
House Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, said the physical pain of people 
living with HIV/AIDS is an issue of 
great concern. However, "this particular 
study is not terribly convincing" because 
of methodological problems, Murray 
said (Dunham, Reuters, 2/12). He added, 
"People who smoke marijuana are sub-
ject to bacterial infections in the lungs. Is 
this really what a physician who is treat-
ing someone with a compromised im-
mune system wants to prescribe?" (Elias, 
AP/Casper Star-Tribune, 2/13). Barbara 
Roberts -- former interim associate dep-
uty director in the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy and now with 
Americans for Safe Access -- said, "This 
should be a wake-up call for Congress to 
hold hearings to investigate the therapeu-
tic use of cannabis and to encourage 
more research" (Washington Post, 2/13). 
Igor Grant -- director of the University 
of California Center for Medicinal Can-
nabis Research, which funded the study -
- said that although the study©s finding 
are "very promising," they are not defini-
tive (San Francisco Chronicle, 2/13). 
 
Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report 2/13/07 

(Continued from page 3) 

Medical Mar ijuana Study 


